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VI. An Extract of a Letter from Mr. Thomas 
Luffkin of Cokhefter to Dr. Wallij* con- 
cerning the nfe of the Numeral Figures in 
England, as old as the Tear 1090. And, 
concerning the application of an Air-pump* 
to Cupping-glajfes. 

Colchefier, June zz. 1699, 

Reverend Sir, 

Having lately taken notice of your accurate Trea- 
tife of Hiftoric and Pra&ic Algebra, and finding 
therein that you cannot Trace the ufe of Hunter at Figures 
amongft us in England lower than the Year 1 1 3 3 ; and 
1 meeting with an undeniable inftance of their exceed- 
ing that Age by 43 Years amongft us, } thought the 
Communication of it to you could not but prove fatis- 
fa&ory. And if it really do fc, I fhall injoy the utmoft 
of my ambition. The account take as followeth ; O- 
ver againft our Market place, (lands the Houfe of Mr. 
Furly,& Linnen-Draper ; fome of the backerrnoft part 
of which is an Ancient Roman building, but the Frone 
is of Lefler (landing, and Timbred. Upon the bottom 
Cell (which isalmoft in the form of a Triangular Prifrn) 
of one of the Windows of the Front, between two 
Carved Lioas,ftands an Efcutchion, containing only thefe 
Figures y 90 (as near as my rude hand can delineate 
them.) They are of a Secretary form [or rather /pare 
Text,"] the Periphery of the Ciphers, and Nine, are 
ather Frafted thanFkcled, prominent, large, and very 
fair ; but to make them the mare perfpicuous, they 
are Guiided by the Proprietor. The Window looks 
dircdly North j, the Date being thereby prefer ved 
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from the feorching beat of the Sun j and by its incli- 
nation (falling from the Verten {or perpendicular] by an 
Angle of about 60 degrees.) from Rain, Snow, &c. It's 
pcffible that if: may be objected, tl at the Second and 
Fourth Figures, any reprelcnt thatarnongil the Arabi- 
bians (from whom we feem to have received our Nume- 
ral Figures, and they theirs, from the Indians,) which 
is with us a 5 ,• To this 1 anfwer, that the Window is in 
England and not in Arabia; nor is there any likely hood 
that ever it was imported hem thence ; [nor is o with all 
the Arabs, ufedfor j, but with jome for a Cipher, and 
fa it Xvas ufed by the Moors in Span, whofirjt brought 
thefe figures into our parts ^ nor is the Square fi an A- 
rabick Letter, but an Enghjh Letter, cj that Age.] And 
the form of thefe Figures ioon degenerated horn that of 
the Arabs, into fuch as we now ufc, if not at the firft 
reception from the Arabs [or Moors] certainly long be- 
fore 1 £9£ (as this conftru&ion would make it.) Sir, a- 
6out three Months fsnee I received your Letter in An- 
fwer to one of mine. In .order to compenfate which fa- 
vour,! fiiall (if youteftify your willingntfs to receive 
it) oblige ycu with a defcription of an improvement, or 
rather invention ("of my Brothers) of a neat, compact, 
very portable Air-pump, applyed to Cupping ; with 2 
or 3 Suctions of \Uiich,a perton may exhauft the Air 
from a Large Cupping-Giafs : and.by thcprefTure of the 
External Air upon the Cirturniacent pause; the Body 
(and not by fuga vacid) the Flefh (hall be ^Imirably 
forced up into the Giafs ; and, by continuing of the Sue. 
tionasneed (liall require, he may take au s.y „ hat quan- 
tity of blood he p!cafeth. It is anlnventton of ex- 
traordinary advantage to Mankind, &c. 



Tour rnofi obliged Servant 
Thomas Luffkin. 
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